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BENICIA CITY COUNCIL MEETING

REGULAR AGENDA

City Council Chambers

May 20, 2008

7:00 P.M.

I.
CALL TO ORDER:
II.
CLOSED SESSION:
III.
CONVENE OPEN SESSION:

A. ROLL CALL

B. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

C. REFERENCE TO FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS OF THE PUBLIC

IV.
ANNOUNCEMENTS/APPOINTMENTS/PRESENTATIONS/PROCLAMATIONS:

A. ANNOUNCEMENTS:

1. Announcement of Closed Session, if any.

2. Openings on Boards and Commissions:



Sky Valley Open Space Committee:




One unexpired term to September 30, 2010





Human Services and Arts Board:


Two unexpired terms - one to June 30, 2009 and one to June 30, 2010


Three full terms to June 30, 2012


Benicia Housing Authority Board of Commissioners:



One unexpired term to June 30, 2009



One full term to June 30, 2012


Economic Development Board:



Two full terms to June 30, 2012


Library Board of Trustees – Poet Laureate:



One full term to June 30, 2010

3. Mayor’s Office Hours:



Mayor Patterson will maintain an open office every Monday (except holidays) in the Mayor’s Office of City Hall from 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  No appointment is necessary.  Other meeting times may be scheduled through the City Hall office at 746-4210 or by email acardwell@ci.benicia.ca.us.

B. APPOINTMENTS:

C. PRESENTATIONS:

D. PROCLAMATIONS:

V.
ADOPTION OF AGENDA:
VI.
OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT:

A. WRITTEN

B. PUBLIC COMMENT

VII.
CONSENT CALENDAR:

Items listed on the Consent Calendar are considered routine and will be enacted, approved or adopted by one motion unless a request for removal or explanation is received from a Council Member, staff or member of the public. Items removed from the Consent Calendar shall be considered immediately following the adoption of the Consent Calendar.


A.
Approval of Minutes of May 6, 2008.  (City Clerk)

B.
Acceptance of the Benicia High School Irrigation Project at Benicia High School, including change orders.  (Parks & Community Services Director)

This Benicia High School Irrigation Project, located at 1100 Military West, consisted of the installation of new irrigation lines and system that is compatible with the City’s current Rain Master Evolution 2000 System.  The project has been completed for a total construction cost of $256,790.85.  Formal acceptance of the work by the City Council is now required to allow the final payment to be made to the contractor.  Contract change orders represented a cost increase of $14,124.85 in the Benicia High School Irrigation Project at Benicia High School.  The remaining contingency balance from the project will be used for future improvements to the BUSD fields.

Recommendation:  Adopt the resolution accepting the Benicia High School Irrigation Project at Benicia High School, including final change orders, as complete, authorizing the City Manager to sign the Notice of Completion, and authorizing the City Clerk to file said notice with the Solano County Recorder.
C.
Acceptance of the West 7th Street Storm Drain Project, including change orders.  (Public Works Director)

This flood relief project constructed a new 54-inch storm drain pipe in the former West 7th Street right-of-way from West “J” Street southerly to the Carquinez Straight. The storm drain pipeline will effectively convey runoff from larger storm events underground, thereby reducing the risk of flooding in the 700 blocks of West “I” and West “J” Streets. Formal acceptance of the work by the City Council is now required to allow final payment to be made to the contractor. Adequate funds are available from the Storm Water Improvements Fund.

Recommendation:  Adopt the resolution accepting the West 7th Street Storm Drain Project as complete, including Change Order Nos.1 through 5, authorizing the City Manager to sign the Notice of Completion, and authorizing the City Clerk to file same with the Solano County Recorder.

D.
Acceptance of the City Hall Bathroom Renovation Project, including change orders.  (Public Works Director and Parks & Community Services Director)

The City Hall Bathroom Renovation Project installed new facilities for the existing upstairs and downstairs bathrooms at City Hall to bring them into compliance with ADA standards and installed upgraded facilities to the employee breakroom. The project was completed on time and the final construction cost of $245,396.01 is within budget.  Formal acceptance of the work by the City Council is now required to allow final payment to be made to the contractor.
Recommendation:  Adopt the resolution accepting the City Hall Bathroom Renovation Project as complete, including Change Order Nos.1 through 3, authorizing the City Manager to sign the Notice of Completion, and authorizing the City Clerk to file same with the Solano County Recorder.

E.
Approval of a contract amendment for plan review and building inspection services.  (Community Development Director)

On April 13, 2007, the City entered into Agreement #1 with Bureau Veritas for professional services for plan review and building inspection for the Building Division, primarily for review of ongoing major construction at the Valero Refinery.  To ensure the permits are processed in a timely manner, complex plans may be sent to an outside consultant, to perform architectural, structural, energy and/or accessibility review.  Bureau Veritas is currently reviewing and inspecting construction of two crude tanks at the Valero Refinery.  The City collected approximately $97,000 in plan review and inspection fees for this project.

Recommendation:  Adopt the resolution approving a contract agreement with Bureau Veritas for professional services for plan review and building inspection services, and authorizing the City Manager to execute the contract on behalf of the City.
F.
Review and acceptance of the investment report for the quarter ended March 2008.  (Finance Director)

The investment portfolio is in compliance with the City's Investment Policy and California Law.  Additionally, the City has adequate investments to meet its expenditure needs for the next six months.  The Audit and Finance Committee has reviewed these reports and recommends acceptance.

Recommendation:  Accept, by motion, the investment report for the quarter ended March 2008.

H.
Approval to waive the reading of all ordinances introduced and adopted pursuant to this agenda.

VIII.
PUBLIC HEARINGS:

A. Public Hearing for Benicia Business Park Vesting Tentative Map, Master Plan Overlay and Rezoning (Continued from May 6, 2008 City Council Meeting).  (Community Development Director)

The City Council continued this public hearing from May 6, 2008, to allow opportunity for additional public comment and staff responses to issues raised by Council members.  Per Subdivision Map Act Section 66452.2, the City Council must act on the application at its June 3, 2008 meeting unless the applicant and Council agree to an extension.  

Recommendation:  Receive additional public comment, and continue consideration of the proposed Vesting Tentative Map, Master Plan Overlay and Rezoning to June 3, 2008, with direction to staff to finalize conditions necessary to allow project approval.

IX.
ACTION ITEMS:

A.
Acceptance of the annual report of the Open Government Commission.  (City Attorney)

In accordance with Benicia Municipal Code 4.20.010.D, the Open Government Commission is required to provide an annual report to the City Council on the implementation and compliance of Title 4 (Open Government) of the Benicia Municipal Code.  There is no fiscal impact from these changes.

Recommendation:  Accept the annual report of the Open Government Commission.
B.
Approval of a Tourism Plan.  (Economic Development Manager)

Consultants Placemaking Group have developed a communitywide tourism marketing plan, including a branding recommendation, to unify the City’s future tourism efforts and ultimately attract more visitor dollars to Benicia.  The Economic Development Board recommends the Council approve the plan and start implementation.

Recommendation:  Approve, by motion, the completed communitywide tourism plan and direct staff to start implementing it.

C.
Award of construction contract for Commandant’s Residence Rehabilitation 
Project and declare intention to issue tax-exempt obligations.  (Parks & Community Services Director)
On March 10, 2008 construction plans and specifications were made available for public bidding. Forty-five days later, on April 22, 2008 the bidding period closed and the City received and opened two bids from PCRB and Reymond Bros.  The contractor, PCRB, is well received in the area for their work and has successfully completed similar projects, including the Don Pacheco Adobe built in 1860, Old Oakland Courthouse and Highland Hospital, all on the State Historic Register.  The Finance Director also requests that the City Council reserve the right to finance the project by passing a resolution of intention to issue tax-exempt obligations in the future.  The City currently has $900,000 in State Grants and $2.1 million in dedicated reserves that would be transferred to a debt service reserve fund or used to fund other capital projects.  It is expected that interest earnings would equal interest expense over the life of the debt obligation.
Recommendation:  

1) Adopt the resolution accepting the bid for the Commandant’s Residence Rehabilitation Project, awarding the construction contract, to Pacific Coast Reconstruction and Building, Inc. (PCRB) of Concord, California, in the amount of $2,914,687; and authorizing the City Manager to sign the contract on behalf of the City.  
2) Adopt the resolution declaring the intention to issue tax-exempt obligations to be used to reimburse the City for expenditures prior to the issuance of such tax-exempt obligations.
X.
INFORMATIONAL ITEMS:

A.
Reports from City Manager:

1. Mayor’s State of the City presentation
2. HPRC designation of Residential Property Owner and Residential or Business Property Owner positions
B.
None

C.
None


D.
Council Member Committee Reports:

(Council Members serve on various internal and external committees on behalf of the City.  Current agendas, minutes and meeting schedules, as available, from these various committees are included in the agenda packet.  Oral reports by Council Members are made only by exception.)

1. Mayor’s Committee Meeting.  (Mayor Patterson)

Next Meeting Date:  May 21, 2008 

2. Association of Bay Area Governments (ABAG).  (Mayor Patterson & Vice Mayor Campbell)

Next Meeting Date:  To be determined

3. Audit & Finance Committee.  (Vice Mayor Campbell & Council Member Schwartzman)

Next Meeting Date:  June 6, 2008

4.
League of California Cities.  (Mayor Patterson & Council Member Schwartzman)

Next Meeting Date:  May 21, 2008 – Budget Action Day
5.
School Liaison Committee.  (Council Members Ioakimedes & Hughes)




Next Meeting Date:  June 12, 2008
6.
Sky Valley Open Space Committee.  (Vice Mayor Campbell & Council Member Iokimedes)


Next Meeting Date:  July 16, 2008

7.
Solano EDC Board of Directors (Mayor Patterson & Council Member Ioakimedes)


Next Meeting Date:  May 30, 2008

8.
Solano Transportation Authority (STA) (Mayor Patterson & Council Member Schwartzman)

Next Meeting Date:  June 11, 2008


9.
Solano Water Authority/Solano County Water Agency (Mayor Patterson & Vice Mayor Campbell)



Next Meeting Date:  June 12, 2008

10.
Traffic, Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety Committee (Vice Mayor Campbell & Council Member Hughes)


Next Meeting Date:  July 17, 2008


11.
Tri-City and County Regional Parks and Open Space (Vice Mayor Campbell & Council Member Hughes)  





Next Meeting Date:  CAC – August 20, 2008; Governing Board – September 8, 2008


12.
Valero Community Advisory Panel (CAP) (Council Member Hughes)  




Next Meeting Date:  July 23, 2008


13.
Youth Action Task Force (Council Members Ioakimedes & Schwartzman)




Next Meeting Date:  May 28, 2008

14.
ABAG/CAL FED Task Force/Bay Area Water Forum (Mayor Patterson)





Next Meeting Date:  To be determined

XI.
COUNCIL MEMBER REPORTS:
XII.
ADJOURNMENT:
Public Participation

The Benicia City Council welcomes public participation.  

Pursuant to the Brown Act, each public agency must provide the public with an opportunity to speak on any matter within the subject matter jurisdiction of the agency and which is not on the agency's agenda for that meeting.  The City Council allows speakers to speak on non-agendized matters under public comment, and on agendized items at the time the agenda item is addressed at the meeting.  Comments are limited to no more than five minutes per speaker.  By law, no action may be taken on any item raised during the public comment period although informational answers to questions may be given and matters may be referred to staff for placement on a future agenda of the City Council.

Should you have material you wish to enter into the record, please submit it to the City Manager.

Disabled Access

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, please contact Dan Pincetich, the ADA Coordinator, at (707) 746-4211. Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting will enable the City to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting.

Meeting Procedures

All items listed on this agenda are for Council discussion and/or action.  In accordance with the Brown Act, each item is listed and includes, where appropriate, further description of the item and/or a recommended action.  The posting of a recommended action does not limit, or necessarily indicate, what action may be taken by the City Council.

Pursuant to Government Code Section 65009, if you challenge a decision of the City Council in court, you may be limited to raising only those issues you or someone else raised at the public hearing described in this notice, or in written correspondence delivered to the City Council at, or prior to, the public hearing.  You may also be limited by the ninety (90) day statute of limitations in which to challenge in court certain administrative decisions and orders (Code of Civil Procedure 1094.6) to file and serve a petition for administrative writ of mandate challenging any final City decisions regarding planning or zoning.

The decision of the City Council is final as of the date of its decision unless judicial review is initiated pursuant to California Code of Civil Procedures Section 1094.5.  Any such petition for judicial review is subject to the provisions of California Code of Civil Procedure Section 1094.6.
Public Records

The agenda packet for this meeting is available at the City Manager's Office and the Benicia Public Library during regular working hours.  To the extent feasible, the packet is also available on the City's web page at www.ci.benicia.ca.us under the heading "Agendas and Minutes."  Public records related to an open session agenda item that are distributed after the agenda packet is prepared are available before the meeting at the City Manager's Office located at 250 East L Street, Benicia, or at the meeting held in the Council Chambers.  If you wish to submit written information on an agenda item, please submit to the City Clerk as soon as possible so that it may be distributed to the City Council.
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